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Introduction       
  

The Special Educational Needs Report is a mandatory requirement for schools to publish their plans and provision to ensure that children and 

young people with disabilities are able to access a full and relevant education without being disadvantaged or discriminated against in any way.  

  

 Walton Hall Academy SEN Report will draw upon and reference existing documents, policies and provision that describe how  Walton Hall 

Academy meets its obligations with regard to legislation, and ensures that all children and young people, irrespective of their disability, has 

access to a full and dynamic relevant and meaningful education curriculum, care and health support.  

  

Legislation and Compliance References  
  

This report ensures compliance with the legislative requirements for SEN information reports, which are set out in schedule 1 of the Special 

Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Regulations 2014 and paragraphs 6.79-6.81 of the SEND Code of Practice.   

    

  

  

  

  

  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/1530/schedule/1/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/1530/schedule/1/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/1530/schedule/1/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/1530/schedule/1/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/1530/schedule/1/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/1530/schedule/1/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf


 

School context and 
SEN provision. 

School Context  
Walton Hall Academy is a special school situated in Eccleshall, Staffordshire and is part of the Shaw Education Trust. We cater for students 
aged 11-19 with a range of learning difficulties and disabilities. The Academy has an extensive site with a range of vocational resources 
including its own garden centre, motor vehicle department, recording studio and farm. These resources contribute to our vocational pathways 
and preparation for adult life.  

Walton Hall has a 17 bed, residential provision where learning can continue beyond the school day with a life skills and social skills based 
activity programme. 

We currently have 168 children on roll. (September 2020)  

The School Offer  
Reference should be made the to the document “Walton Hall Academy – Our Local Offer” which is available on our school website and by 
request. This details our provision as a specialist school for children and young people with special educational needs. Further information is 
also available on our school website. 
  

How do we identify 
and assess pupils 
with SEN?  

All students on roll have an EHCP (Education, Health and Care Plan) stating their special needs, desired outcomes and necessary provision. We 
offer a bespoke curriculum that is designed to meet the individual needs of each student as identified in their plan. Students progress is 
assessed against these desired outcome as well as subject specific assessments in line with our school assessment framework (SOLAR and 
accreditation pathways) 

Who is our special 
educational needs 
coordinator 
(SENCO) and how 
can he/she be 
contacted? 

 Principal- Julie Wood  
 jwood@waltonhall.shaw-education.org.uk  
Tel 01785 850420 
 
Vice Principal – Laura Paget 
lpaget@waltonhall.shaw-education.org.uk 
Tel 01785 850420 

 

mailto:jwood@waltonhall.shaw-education.org.uk
mailto:lpaget@waltonhall.shaw-education.org.uk


 

What is our 
approach to 
teaching students 
with SEN?  

As an academy for children and young people with a range of special educational needs, our ethos is to provide outstanding learning 
opportunities for all our students irrespective of their learning difficulties or disabilities.  

We aim to provide a personalised curriculum that supports every child and young person to:  

• to be successful, whatever their starting point.  

• to be happy, confident and resilient 

• to be well prepared for life beyond school 

We believe in mutual respect for all members of our learning community  

We believe in supporting the whole family as well as the child  

We believe in engendering and enabling all members of our workforce to:  

• develop and maximize their own potential    

• innovate and create opportunities for our students  

• be included in a professional and supportive environment  

• aim for the highest of professional standards  

How do we adapt 
the curriculum 
and learning 
environment?  
 
Curriculum 
information for 
students at 
Walton Hall 

Walton Hall Academy is a specialist provision for students aged 11-19 with special educational needs.  As such, the curriculum is 
personalised to offer a wide range of learning experiences that are adapted to their needs. 

Our curriculum offer is always under review and reflects the different learning pathways our students follow.  Our vocational option offer is 
reviewed annually to reflect the interests of the student cohort. We offer a very diverse curriculum ranging from sensory focused provision 
to GCSE and BTEC level 2 accreditation. 
 
Walton Hall Academy is currently categorized by Ofsted (March 2017) as a GOOD school and the residential provision as OUTSTANDING 
(March 2017, March 2018, March 2019).  Areas for improvement form part of the school development plan.  

Walton Hall Academy has three age-phase departments:   

• Key Stage 3 – ages 11-14  

• Key Stage 4 – ages 14-16  

• Post 16 – ages 16 - 19  
 



 

We have 3 pathways that students follow in each key stage. These resemble 3 different routes with each route have slightly different 
curriculum aims. 

• Route 1 – supporting learners to develop independence and communication strategies so that they have a voice. Individuals 
who while are exceptionally complex, live safe, healthy and happy lives maintaining physical strength and movement range. 
Citizens who are valued and active members of their community. 

• Route 2 – practical learners who enjoy learning, make progress and achieve. Assertive individuals who are able to live safe, 
healthy and happy lives. Active citizens who make a positive contribution to the community. 

• Route 3 – Successful learners who enjoy learning, make progress and achieve. Competent individuals who are able to live safe, 
healthy and fulfilling lives. Responsible citizens who make a positive contribution to society.  

 
 
Key Stage 3 

 
At Walton Hall our Key Stage 3 provision is set in the main school building with access to the school hall for drama, dance and P.E, the 
Science Laboratory and Food Technology classroom. For our students with more complex needs, a personalised sensory curriculum is 
supported by a bespoke classroom and recreation area. All students in Key Stage 3 also have the opportunity to access the academy’s farm, 
horticulture enterprise and specialist music room set in the Old Hall.  
 
Students in Key Stage 3 have the opportunity to access a broad and balanced curriculum that is personalised for individuals to meet their 
EHCP desired outcomes in all four areas of need. The subjects delivered aim to improve key skills such as communication and interaction, 
cognitive ability, social and emotional mental health and physical development. All students across the Key Stage are taught maths, English, 
science, PSHE and ICT. Additional to these subjects students also study history, geography, RE, PE, cookery, music, drama, Preparation for 
adulthood, active life and art & design. Students also have opportunities to experience sessions on the school farm, forest school and in the 
horticultural centre. This allows them to develop knowledge and skills that will help to inform their choices when selecting options in Key 
Stage 4. 
 
KS3 students play an active role in the school council and contribute many suggestions and ideas for change across the school. Through their 
PSHE curriculum and pastoral sessions they develop key skills in citizenship and British values as well as build knowledge of the types and 
effects of bullying and develop an understanding of positive relationships. Developing positive emotional well-being is also encouraged 
through these sessions. 
 
The KS3 curriculum is further adapted for students in the Route 1 and Route 2 curriculum pathways. In these groups students are taught by 
experienced staff using Makaton signing, PECs and Communication in Print according to the students’ ability.  Throughout these routes in 
KS3 our main aim is to ‘learn by doing.’ Every opportunity is exploited to develop students’ knowledge, understanding and practise their 
skills by getting involved in a physical way and having fun. We act out our poems, we do experiments in science and we use objects and 



 

undertake field trips in maths. Communication and language development skills are embedded throughout the curriculum offered in these 
groups and individualised programmes enable students to meet EHCP desired outcomes. 
 
Key Stage 4 
 
At Walton Hall our Key Stage 4 provision is located in a discreet area of the school – the Coach Houses.  This supports the students to 
develop increasing levels of independence and a key stage identity. The area is situated adjacent to many of our vocational resources such 
as the farm, horticultural centre and motor vehicle department. For our Route 1 and Route 2 students with more complex needs, a 
personalised sensory curriculum is supported by a sensory room and bespoke recreation area. When students enter Key Stage 4, their 
curriculum opportunities widen to include vocational options. Students continue to work towards individual learning plans where EHCP 
desired outcomes are focused on and targeted through all subjects. 
 
The core curriculum in key stage 4 includes maths, English, Science, ICT, humanities, PE, active life and preparation for adult life. The 
accreditation routes followed are dependent on need with GCSE, Functional Skills, Entry Level and Personal Progress courses on offer. 
Accredited vocational option including Performing Arts, Sport and Active Leisure, ICT, Floristry, Digital Media, Duke of Edinburgh, Land 
based Studies (Farming and gardening), Motor Vehicle Studies, caring for children, cookery and Art and Design. In these subjects BTEC 
qualifications are worked towards through completion of set assignments that enable specific assessment criteria to be achieved.  
 
In the KS4 Route 1 and Route 2 classes, our main aim is to encourage all students to be as independent as possible and able to communicate 
with confidence with other people, whether that be using PECS, signing or verbally. Lessons in Literacy, Numeracy and Science are delivered 
within termly projects with key skills being reinforced in as many lessons as possible to enhance understanding. To develop independence 
skills, students also participate in weekly lessons in cookery, life skills, personal and social development and P.E. In addition, lessons that 
focus on a sensory experience such as Music, Intensive Interaction, TacPac and Art are delivered to meet the needs of individual students. 
 
Key Stage 5 

 
When students enter Post 16, the school’s ethos of developing confidence, competence and independence is what we try to communicate 
throughout every aspect of the curriculum. 
 
In Post 16, students are placed into teaching groups depending on age and need. An additional needs KS5 group where staffing ratios are 
higher to meet the needs of the students is also available for students that require it. In all of these groups students continue to build on 
skills in Literacy and Numeracy to the appropriate level from Pre-Entry through to Level 2 and GCSE. All work delivered in these subjects 
incorporates adult based learning where skills can be applied to work and life situations.  Additional to this, students complete an extensive 
Preparation for Adulthood curriculum. Through the delivery of this curriculum we hope to fully prepare our students for the transition onto 
the next stage in their lives, whether it is further education, work, supported employment or independent living.  



 

 
In Post 16, we aim to build upon the skills, knowledge and interests that students have developed in Key Stage 4 and encourage them to 
further specialise in a chosen vocational pathway. Our vocational options become more focussed, more linked with the world of work and 
provide opportunities for extended work experience placements where skills and knowledge can be applied. Vocational pathways may 
include: Administration skills and customer service, Sport and Leisure, Performance, Digital media, Estate Management (farm/gardening), 
Art and Textiles, Vehicles and transport, Childcare, ICT, Duke of Edinburgh (Outdoor and community studies) and Music Technology.  

 
We aim to provide a broad and balanced curriculum in KS5 that is student centred, holistic and develops the whole child.  Additional to our 
accredited vocational courses, we offer a selection of Enrichment options that will develop hobbies and interests in a more relaxed style of 
learning. Students will have the opportunity to opt every half to term from a selection of options on offer e.g. football, dance, gardening, 
fitness and many more. 
 
Emotional wellbeing is of utmost importance and students have the opportunity to access therapeutic sessions such as interventions from 
the pastoral manager, teachers, residential staff and art therapist.  Pastoral sessions involve personal tutorials, talks on transition and 
sessions to develop emotional literacy and resilience. An important aspect of Post 16’s curriculum includes weekly sessions where we look 
at current affairs and news around the world. These sessions generate discussions and develop knowledge regarding key issues such as 
British Values, democracy, radicalisation and CSE. 
 
Completion of work experience is also a very important aspect of Post 16 whether this is through extended placements throughout the year, 
block placements or internal placements. This is an excellent way of developing practical work skills, confidence and knowledge. The type 
and duration of work experience will depend on ability and the stage of learning they are at in Post 16. Some students in their last year of 
Post 16 may also have the opportunity to complete a Traineeship or Supported Internship where they will go on work placement for 3 days 
and spend two days in school further developing their basic skills. This is an effective way to support students into employment after school. 
 
Finally, through the curriculum provided in Post 16, our school’s residential provision and other experiences such as residential trips and a 
range of outdoor activities, we aim to fully equip our students for transition. Students also have experience of a travel training programme. 
It is hoped that all students have many positive learning experiences that enables them to leave us as mature, independent, confident, and 
competent young adults with clear ideas about their future. 
 
Our aim in the KS4/5 Route 1 and Route 2 groups is to promote skills in independent living and supported employment.  Learning is based 
on the new SEND Code of Practice areas of:  Communication and Interaction, Cognition and Learning, Social, Emotional and Mental Health 
and Sensory/Physical needs.  Within this framework, the core strands of Communication, Literacy, Numeracy, ICT, and Preparation for 
Adulthood are delivered within meaningful cross-curricular projects, enabling students to apply these skills within a practical context.  
Student’s learning is underpinned by structure and routine, symbols and other visual aids and Makaton signing.  Some students access a 
multi-sensory timetable. 



 

  
  

How do we enable 
students with SEN 
to engage in 
activities with 
other students 
who do not have 
SEN?  

Walton Hall has a strong belief that education in the community and environment forms an essential aspect of learning, and of being able to 
use and apply their formal learning in real contexts.  We actively encourage our staff teams to take class groups off-site – into towns and 
their local community – to engage and communicate with people in shops, services and businesses.  
 
Our students regularly attend residential trips such as Duke of Edinburgh Expeditions, The Tall Ship Expedition, trips to the Calvert Trust 
outdoor adventure centre in Keswick, PGL, Standon Bowers and Youth hostel visits. 
 
Our older students are able to take part in real work-based learning. We have many positive links with businesses in the local community 
who offer our students work placements and supported internships throughout the year. These placements enable students to develop 
work skills, independence and specific vocational skills in many different areas of work.  Such placements enable our students to work and 
live alongside people of all ages within the local community. 
 

How do we 
consult parents of 
students with SEN 
and involve them 
in their child’s 
education? 

Parent Meetings:  
Various meetings including Annual Review of EHCP, tutor consultations, transition meetings and health and social care meetings that 
consider the education health and care needs of individual students on an on-going and regular basis.  These conversations inform our 
provision and future planning.  
 
Parent Voice / support group: 
Meets regularly to discuss common issues facing parents and their children in school.  

 
School Surveys:  
Specific surveys are conducted to look at various aspects of our provision, and include focused surveys for access and inclusion. Surveys are 
conducted with pupils, parents, staff and other stakeholders.  

 
Friends of Walton Hall: 
This is a fundraising body designed to raise funds to enhance our resources and provision. 
 
Parent Volunteers: 
We encourage parents to volunteer their skills and become practically involved in our learning community. They assist in a wide range of 
activities in school and on visits. They help us to develop and maintain valuable onsite resources such as the school farm. 
 



 

How do we 
consult student 
with SEN and 
involve them in 
their education? 

School Council:  
A council of school students meets fortnightly to discuss their views on school provision. This covers safety and well-being as well as wider 
resource and provision requests. Council reps meet with the Principal to feedback meeting minutes and to consider any actions.  
The School Council represent on the interview panels for the recruitment process of any management and teaching posts within school and 
residence. 
 
Student Voice Activities 
All students are involved in regular surveys and give feedback on all aspects of their education and wellbeing. They reflect on their progress 
and identify strategies to help them learn. Students are consulted with regard to the vocational curriculum offer in kS4 and 5. 
 
Input into EHCP reviews 
Students are all invited to communicate their views throughout the annual review of EHCP process.  
 

How do we assess 
and review 
students progress 
towards their 
outcomes? 

Progress and Attainment  
We conduct a termly assessment of the progress made and attainment achieved by our children and young people. This information is 
collated and analysed to inform pupils, parents, teachers, school leaders, governors and school improvement stakeholders of the successes 
and areas for development with regard to pupil progress.  
 
The data analysis has due regard for disability, age, gender, ethnicity, and any other factor that may categorize a pupil as having additional 
disadvantage or needs. This includes having due regard for national requirements such as Pupil Premium,  Student Bursary scheme, Free 
School Meals and any other entitlements designed to reduce disadvantage.  
 
This information is summarized in our termly return to the Shaw Education Trust and may be available on request subject to authorisation. 
This data is not made publically available due to the size of groups and cohorts that may identify individual children.  
 
This data and its analysis inform our School Improvement Plan which is also available on request.  
 
Reference should also be made to the school’s Ofsted reports which offer an independent appraisal of the school and its effectiveness as 
measured against national standards.  
 
• Walton Hall School Ofsted report: https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/provider/ELS/140997 

• Residential Ofsted Social Care report:  
 

https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/provider/ELS/140997


 

The relationship between family and school is an important part of our ethos. Parents share a continuous dialogue between the class tutor 
through regular home/school communication – such as home-school diaries or class news sheets. We encourage an on-going and active 
dialogue with parents, so that we can be responsive to your child’s needs as they change.  

 
On a formal basis, parents are invited to meet with class tutors to review progress and reflect upon the social and learning needs of their 
child. This may take the form of a parents evening, or a more formal consultation when evaluating progress made against the child’s EHC 
plan.    
 
We track pupil progress in detail in a number of key areas. Targets are set in a range of key areas, and reviewed at least termly. Progress is 
compared to targets set from baseline data on entry into Walton Hall Academy and where appropriate, against national trends.  
  
We are always happy to listen to any parental concerns so that we can work with the appropriate teams to ensure that our provision is 
focused on the needs of your child.  Progress in education and learning is important to us as a school, but we place equal importance to the 
quality of personal care, and to the physical and emotional needs of your child. 
 

How do we 
support students 
moving between 
different phases 
of education?  
 
 

Starting a new school at any age or moving on to another setting can be a very worrying time for parents and children. This process of 
transition is very important to us at Walton Hall, as we work hard with parents to make this as worry-free as possible. We encourage all new 
children and parents to visit us, where we give a tour of our facilities and give an opportunity for parents to meet the other children and 
staff around the school. The needs of any new child are discussed in detail, and detailed care-plans are completed alongside the health 
agencies to ensure that children start with all facilities in place to meet the needs of any child appropriately from the first day. We offer a 
friendly and flexible approach to induction which can include phased or part-time induction where appropriate.  Pupils are assessed during 
their first half term, where any adjustments to provision may be discussed and agreed with parents. As long as we have a space, pupils can 
join Walton Hall at any age where our provision is deemed to be the most appropriate for meeting their learning needs.    
  
The school is divided broadly into Key Stage departments located in 3 different areas on our school site.  

• KS3 is located in the main school building. 

• KS4 is located in the Coach House. 

• KS5 is located in the Old Hall, a grade 2 listed building which also houses our fantastic media and music facilities. 
 
All students access the statutory national curriculum, but this is adapted depending upon their learning needs.  Transitions across the key 
stages are supported by familiar staff and students have taster sessions each year in preparation for their move to the next class. At the end 
of each key stage, a transition EHCP review is completed so that student plans reflect the skills requiring development specific for their next 
stage of learning. 



 

How do we 
support pupils 
preparing for 
adulthood? 

Transition out of Walton Hall and onwards to the next provision can be a worrying time for students and their parents. We have developed 
a comprehensive transition plan for students moving on to new colleges or employment. We work closely with other agencies and 
providers, parents and students, to ensure that families are properly informed and supported through this process.  Transition planning for 
life beyond Walton Hall begins at the end of Key Stage 3 (age 14), so that students and parents can develop aspiration that is appropriate to 
the student’s desires, skills and abilities.  
 
In their final year, students may access Supported Internships (where appropriate), to develop confidence in the workplace and the 
opportunity of employment upon leaving.  
 
Students in Post 16 will have opportunities to access our residential provision for intense short courses to develop independent living skills 
through a programme tailored to their level. Residential targets also focus on independent living and preparation for life after school. 
 
Each year, Walton Hall Hosts a Preparation for Adult Life Evening where local providers and outside agencies meet with parents and carers 
to offer advice, information and support. 
  
Our aim is to equip our students with the confidence and skills to attain aspirational outcomes with regard to employment or independence 
and lead happy and fulfilling lives. 

 

How do we 
support students 
with SEN to 
improve their 
emotional and 
social 
development? 
 

At Walton Hall, we place great emphasis on the care and well-being of all our students.  It is important to us that children feel safe and their 
emotional well-being takes priority.   Our staff have undergone significant training in student wellbeing and are highly responsive to the 
student’s needs. 
 
In each key stage, we have a dedicated emotional wellbeing team along with residential staff, the pastoral manager, key stage leaders and 
senior staff who meet regularly to discuss specific students and to identify appropriate interventions. Walton Hall Academy invests 
significantly in the delivery of interventions that specifically support student emotional well-being, mental health and personal 
development. We have a through referral system for interventions that can be used by all staff, parents and the student themselves.  
 
We also work with external agencies to provide emotional regulation courses for students and self-esteem courses. 
 
At Walton Hall we use an extensive range of therapies such as dance psychotherapy, sensory regulation interventions, mindfulness, music 
therapy, art and dog therapy to support the emotional wellbeing of our students 
 
We take particular care to nurture the trust and relationships between staff and students, so that they feel able to freely express their 
concerns and worries.  This enables our staff to respond quickly to their needs, and to deal quickly with any issues that may develop.   



 

 
We have a strong “student voice” that gives many opportunities for students to contribute to school improvement. The student council  
feed back to the Principal any issues that require consideration or action.  
 
Our residential provision is currently categorized by Ofsted as OUTSTANDING in all areas. Pupils may attend for an extended day until 8pm 
or may sleep over. Residence offers a wide range of activities designed to build confidence, independence and social interaction. 
 
We have three minibuses, one of which is fully adapted for wheelchair users. These are used so that students can access a range of 
experiences outside of the school, all which aim to develop student’s personal and social development. 
  
We have a zero tolerance of bullying, and are proud of the ethos that encourages cooperation and mutual care and support between pupils.  
We work closely with parents and children where behaviour may require adjustment. We adopt models that promote and reward positive 
behaviours.  
 
We work closely with other agencies and professionals where appropriate, such as Education Psychology, Learning Disability Teams and 
CAMHS.  
 
All students where appropriate are involved in agreeing their personal goals and targets, and are able to give their views at the annual 
review of their EHCP.  Again – we encourage an “open door” policy so that students are able to speak to any staff to share personal 
concerns.  
 
The school’s safeguarding policy ensures that any and all disclosures or concerns are considered and acted upon in an appropriate manner. 
The school’s safeguarding policy is available to view on the school website. 

 



 

What expertise 
and training do 
our staff have to 
support pupils 
with SEN?   

Our school and residential staffing team has the following expertise and training: 

 

• Qualified and experienced teachers in every Key Stage.   

• Qualified and experienced Higher Level Teaching Assistants in each Key stage.  Our Lead Professionals have responsibility for tutor 
groups, and teaching and learning across the school.  

• Qualified and experienced teaching assistants work closely with our Lead Professionals to assist students with all aspects of their 

learning and personal support.  

• A dedicated residential team providing outstanding residential provision lead by highly qualified head of care and deputy head of care.  

• Weekly input from Speech and Language Therapy teams. Our teams work with Speech and Language Therapists to support the delivery 
of adapted and augmented communication methods, development of speech and language skills.  

• Pastoral Manager – working closely with other agencies and helping families with assessments, referrals and wider family support.  

• As a specialist school, we have close working relationships with local support and specialist service providers such as Educational 

Psychology, Occupational Therapy, Social Care Disability teams, CAMHS, and CYP Autism.   

• We are proud of our vocational and work-based learning offer for our older students, which enable them to access work and skills 

development via our superb vocational resources. These include a motor vehicle department, commercial garden centre, farm and 

professional recording studio. Vocational courses are led by qualified and experienced teachers and instructors. Accreditation is offered 

in a wide range of vocational areas. 

• We have a part time school nurse who oversees care plans, medication reviews and supports pupils and their parents with advice 

regarding physical and emotional wellbeing. She contributes to the PFA curriculum and is a member of the safeguarding team. 

• Members of staff receive regular training in mandatory areas such as safeguarding, emotional wellbeing, behaviour management, 

health and safety and first aid. Where required, staff also access training for specific areas such as medication administration. 

 

We continuously review and adapt our teaching and learning strategies, and monitor the quality of teaching to ensure we strive for 

continuous improvement. Our staff are committed to providing the best possible learning experiences for all our students.  

 

How will we 
secure specialist 
expertise? 

Walton Hall Academy is a specialist school for pupils with a range of special educational needs. We work closely with our physiotherapy and 
Speech and Language Therapy colleagues to ensure that our school provides the appropriate physical and communication support for each 
child. This ensures that each child can access a relevant and challenging education curriculum while making sure that their wider health 
needs are also being met.  We work closely with different health and social care agencies, and support families to access the services they 
need.  

 



 

How will we 
secure equipment 
and facilities to 
support pupils 
with SEN?  

Any specialist equipment required in school for a pupil will be assessed and agreed with other professional agencies and parents as 
necessary, and purchased by the school where the equipment is generic, or purchased by the Health Authority where the equipment is 
prescribed and unique to the child.  Equipment can include specialised seating or specialised work stations or desks.  
 
Walton Hall Academy is a Shaw Education Trust special school, and is funded through a pupil needs-led formula. The school is modelled and 
resourced to meet a wide range of learning needs. 
 
Individual assessments of need are made so that wherever specialised and personalised resources are required (that are reasonable and 
practicable) then these are provided.  Some children qualify for additional funding through government Pupil Premium schemes or Student 
Bursary. These funds are allocated appropriately to ensure all vulnerable groups identified across our school population have their needs 
appropriately met. 

How do we 
involve other 
organisations in 
meeting the needs 
of pupils with SEN 
and supporting 
their families?   

We work closely with specialists to make sure that any pupil with a hearing or visual impairment can access the appropriate support and 
resources. This may include communication support, and adapted teaching and learning resources such as large print, audio and tactile 
equipment.  
 
We have a part time nurse on site to support staff in the management of medication, and physiotherapists work closely with our class 
teams to ensure physical programmes are delivered as required.  Regular support from Speech and Language therapists ensures that 
communication issues are also addressed.  

How do we 
evaluate the 
effectiveness of 
our SEN 
provision? 

The Academy Council works very closely with the leadership team to ensure they understand the effectiveness of Walton Hall’s specialist 
provision, and work through committees to ensure that the strategic objectives and school aims are achieved.  
A full self-analysis of our strengths and areas for development are detailed in our SEF.  
Reference should also be made to the school’s Ofsted reports which offer an independent appraisal of the school and its effectiveness as 
measured against national standards.  

• Walton Hall School Ofsted report: https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/provider/ELS/140997 

• Residential Ofsted Social Care report:  
 

The Academy is closely and regularly monitored by the Shaw Education Trust executive leaders through their fixed line management 
agenda. They compile regular surveys to capture feedback from staff, students and parents which further informs the school development 
plan. 

https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/provider/ELS/140997


 

How do we handle 
complaints from 
parents of 
children with SEN 
about provision 
made at the 
school? 

The Principal and leadership team have an “open door” policy to pupils and parents, and value the relationships we build with families.  
Our Compliments and Complaints policy also details how we address issues immediately and feedback to parents when they have specific 
concerns. Class teachers are usually the first point of contact if a minor issue arises as they are best placed in school to know the pupil best. 
More serious concerns maybe referred to our Pastoral Manager or on to any one of the leadership team.  Parent’s Evenings are also an 
excellent opportunity for parents to share their thoughts with class staff or leadership. 
 
 

Who can young 
people and 
parents contact if 
they have 
concerns?  

For parents of students already attending school, then the day to day point of contact is with the class tutor, or if a residential matter, then 
with the head or deputy head of care.  
Senior leaders and the Principal are also easily contactable to discuss aspects of provision. We welcome any discussion that ensures your 
confidence that your child’s needs are being fully met.  
We are always happy to receive compliments to share with others, but also have a robust complaints procedure and policy should you have 
any concerns you wish to raise with us. We treat such matters very seriously to ensure our service to you and your child meets the highest 
of standards.  
  
For new admissions, and information regarding places at Walton Hall, parents should contact the Principal: Julie Wood, or Vice Principal: 
Laura Paget to discuss your needs or to arrange a visit.   
  
Other contacts:  

• Telephone – Main reception: 01785 850420  

• Office email:  office@waltonhall.shaw-education.org.uk 

• Web: www.waltonhall.set-mat.co.uk/ 

• Local Offer Web:  https://www.staffordshireconnects.info/    and search for Walton Hall Academy 

 
We place great value on supporting the family as well as the child. Our Pastoral Manger works closely with families and other agencies 
and services to ensure that families receive the support they are entitled to. We actively promote and support a Parent Support Group, 
run by parents for parents, to provide mutual support, shared experiences and offer training. 
  
Our monthly newsletters, and updates to our website, aim to keep parents informed of regular events and opportunities to access 
workshops and sessions for children outside of school.  

 

http://www.waltonhall.set-mat.co.uk/
https://www.staffordshireconnects.info/
http://www.staffordshiremarketplace.co.uk/home.html


 

What support 
services are 
available to 
parents? 

The arrangements for the admission  
 

Children would usually meet criteria for being admitted to Walton Hall Academy due to having a learning difficulty or disability. Walton Hall 
has specialised provision for meeting the needs of children for whom a mainstream school may have difficulty providing for these needs. 
Pupils placed at Walton Hall will have an Education Health and Care Plan.  

   
A full description of our provision is described in our Local Offer, available to read or download from our school website: 
waltonhallacademy.org.uk  

 
Admission Arrangements  

  
Our planned places number is agreed annually with the local authority. This can vary slightly year on year depending on our capacity to 
meet the needs of our population, but currently sits at 155 places across the whole school. We may have capacity to admit in a particular 
Key Stage, or within a particular learning pathway in a Key Stage, where other pathways and Key Stage departments may be at full capacity. 
This can sometimes mean we have to decline a request for a place even though we may not have reached our overall capacity number.   
  
The ceiling capacity of any class, Key Stage or the whole school is determined by the principle that by admitting a child would be 
incompatible with the provision of efficient education for other children  Only in exceptional circumstances will we admit pupils over and 
above these numbers, as follows:   

a) Where an assessment is made that the nature of the child’s condition and the circumstances in which the family find themselves, are 
so overwhelming that admission must take place   

b) Where the school is directed by a Tribunal or by the Secretary of State.   
  
We can consider requests for places throughout the year, and are often planning the school roll a year ahead.  
  
If you think Walton Hall is the right school for meeting the specialised needs of your child, you should contact us for an initial informal 
discussion about your child’s needs and your circumstances.  
 
In the first instance you should speak to the Principal – Julie Wood, or to the Vice Principal – Laura Paget 
  
The school contact number is: 01785 850420 or by email via the office:  office@waltonhall.shaw-education.org.uk.   
  
 
 



 

You should also contact Staffordshire Local Authority to enquire about an appropriate school for your child. They should be able to advise 
you of the schools available for your child, and the process of assessing your child’s needs. The Local Authority can be contacted through the 
new:  
  
SINGLE POINT OF ACCESS (SPA)  on  0300 111 8007  
  
or  by viewing their website at: https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/home.aspx 
 
  
You can contact the School Admissions and Transport Service by:  
  

1. Email: admissions@staffordshire.gov.uk    
  
2. Telephone: 01785 278593   
  
3. Or by post:   

School Admissions and Transport Service Tipping Street  
Stafford   
ST16 2DH   

  
Staffordshire Local Authority  Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Web Pages:  
 
As there are many changes taking place in response to the national SEND reforms, information and processes within the Local Authority 
are changing and updating regularly. The following links are available:  
 
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/welfareservice/SpecialEducationalNeeds/home.aspx 
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/welfareservice/SpecialEducationalNeeds/assessment/StatutoryAssessment.aspx 
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/welfareservice/SpecialEducationalNeeds/spps/StatutoryAssessment/Statutory-
Assessment.aspx 
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/welfareservice/SpecialEducationalNeeds/spps/sen-reforms.aspx 
 
For advice and guidance from other parents of children and young people with a disability or learning need, you may wish to contact the 
Staffordshire Parent Action Network (SPAN). See their website at:  spansecretary@hotmail.co.uk or telephone 01785 356919 

  

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/home.aspx
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/welfareservice/SpecialEducationalNeeds/home.aspx
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/welfareservice/SpecialEducationalNeeds/assessment/StatutoryAssessment.aspx
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/welfareservice/SpecialEducationalNeeds/spps/StatutoryAssessment/Statutory-Assessment.aspx
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/welfareservice/SpecialEducationalNeeds/spps/StatutoryAssessment/Statutory-Assessment.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/welfareservice/SpecialEducationalNeeds/spps/sen-reforms.aspx
mailto:spansecretary@hotmail.co.uk


 

 

Walton Hall Academy Local Offer:  
  
Walton Hall Academy is secondary age (11-19) residential special school for children with learning difficulties. With a school population of 
approximately 168 children, Walton Hall is located in Eccleshall and serves families primarily from Stafford and surrounding areas. 
  
Our residential provision, provides extended day and overnight education for children. Our residence has a “Statement of Purpose” 
document which explains the residential offer in detail.  
  
We are a member of the Shaw Education Trust. 
 
Our school’s wide ranging provision also includes:  
  
• Key stages 3, 4 and 5 (through to adulthood at the age of 19).  
• Provision for wide ranging learning needs from complex and sensory learning through to GCSE or Level 2 qualifications and 
           accreditation 

• Forest School  

• Commercial garden centre 

• Motor vehicle department 

• School farm 

• Residential facilities 

• 4-D imagination studio 

• Sensory room 

• Media suite and professional recording studio 

• Radio station under development. 

• Fully equipped gym 

• Music room 

 

At Walton Hall, we pride ourselves on the quality of relationships between our students and staff and our holistic approach to education. 

We have a unique learning community in which every student is supported fully to achieve their potential. We have a diverse and pupil 
centred curriculum offer through which we build confident, resilient and aspirational young adults. 

 

 


